HOPS Hazard Assessment
Pre School in response to Covid 19
Updated for New Academic Year August 2020 to July 2021
This hazard assessment reviews the advice provided to the education sector from the government Pre-School. The
following is the latest advice from government. Other stakeholder’s advice has also been reviewed, to include unions
and the LA.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools

Guidance for full opening – schools
Published 2 July 2020

Introduction
Separate guidance is available for early years, further education colleges and for special schools.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures

Actions for early years and childcare providers during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak
Updated 2 July 2020
Under
Responsibilities
From 20 July, early years settings will no longer be required to keep children in small, consistent groups within settings.
What care should be taken in early years settings?
Because it is challenging to reduce contact between young children in early years settings, regular cleaning and disinfection of
surfaces, objects and toys, as well as handwashing, are particularly important. The use of soft toys and toys with intricate parts
or that are otherwise hard to clean should be avoided.
Settings should still consider how they can minimise mixing within settings, for example where they use different rooms for
different age groups, keeping those groups apart as much as possible.
2. Clean hands thoroughly more often than usual
 Supervision of hand sanitiser use given risks around ingestion. Small children and those with complex needs should continue
to be helped to clean their hands properly. Skin friendly skin cleaning wipes can be used as an alternative
3. Ensure good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach
The ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach continues to be very important, so settings must ensure they have enough tissues and bins
available in the setting to support children and staff to implement this routine. As with hand cleaning, settings must ensure
younger children are helped to get this right, and all children understand that this is now part of how the setting operates.
6. Where necessary, wear appropriate personal protective equipment
The majority of staff in early year’s settings will not require PPE beyond what they would normally need for their work. PPE is
only needed in a very small number of cases, including:
 where an individual child becomes ill with coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms while at a setting, and only then if a distance
of 2 metres cannot be maintained
 where a child already has routine intimate care needs that involves the use of PPE, in which case the same PPE should
continue to be used
Read the guidance on safe working in education, childcare and children’s social care for more information about preventing and
controlling infection, how PPE should be used, what type of PPE to use, and how to source it.

Assessment of Risk
By applying common sense to our setting we have produced an assessment of how we will manage the
‘Pre-School’. This is set out below. This is being adopted to help to reduce risks from covid-19 transmission.

HOPS

Safe Systems of Work – Pre-School
Updated for New Academic Year August 2020 to July 2021

Work Activity – Pre-School
Area – Whole School
Ref – Covid-19 July 2020 - Pre-School
The following will be the method to manage Pre-School
General
 The assessments conducted for the main school can be applied to the Pre-School setting
 Based on the advice there will be up to two groups in any session
 Groups will have no more than 15 children
 The groups can be based in two areas
o The dining area
o The main room
o Outside
 Resources will need to be reduced as much as possible any resources in use will require regular cleaning by the
setting staff – the resources in one group must be cleaned before they are used by another group
 Any resources that cannot be thoroughly cleaned between different groups use by the setting staff should be
stored away from the children
 Toilets will need to be cleaned by the setting staff on a regular basis, a cleaning station will be provided
 Doors should be open as much as possible
 All windows must be open all day
 Only one member of staff should be in the office at one time
 Parents are not be allowed into the setting at any time
In the setting children and staff must clean their hands more often than normally as per the direction in the schools
SSOW
Setting cleaning will be completed by cleaning staff before the setting opens and after it closes. Setting staff must
clean during the day as they already do and clean frequently touched surfaces more regularly such as doors, taps,
work surfaces, soap dispensers.


Parents - Drop Off
o There will be a signed barrier and parents must wait behind this for a member of setting staff to come to
the door to collect
o No drop off before 8.45am
o No parents to arrive before 8.35am
o No parking on school grounds



Parents – Collection Lunch Time
o After ringing the bell parents will be directed to wait outside behind the barrier for their child to be
brought out
o No collection before 11.45am
o No parents to arrive before 11.35am
o No parking on school grounds



Parents - Drop Off Afternoons
o There will be a signed barrier and parents must wait behind this for a member of setting staff to come to
the door to collect
o No drop off before 12.15pm
o No parents to arrive before 12.10pm
o No parking on school grounds



Parents – Collection End of the Day
o Parents will be directed to wait outside behind the barrier for their child to be brought out
o No collection before 3.15pm
o No parents to arrive before 3.05pm
o No parking on school grounds



Evacuation
o If the alarms go off then the setting should be evacuated as normal
o Do not focus on trying to maintain groups
o Use the same meeting point

Notes
7.8 Does someone with a paediatric first aid certificate still need to be on site?
The requirements in the EYFS on paediatric first aid certification have been modified and statutory guidance
on EYFS has been published setting out what this means.
The existing requirement remains in place where children aged 0 to 24 months are on site. Paragraph 3.25 and
Annex A of the EYFS set out the requirements, including that ‘at least one person who has a current paediatric first
aid (PFA) certificate must be on the premises and available at all times when children are present, and must
accompany children on outings.’ The existing requirements also remain unchanged for childminders, as they are
already required to have full PFA certification.
The requirement is modified where children aged 2 to 5 are on site (with no children aged below 24 months) to a
best endeavours duty to have someone with a full PFA certificate on site. If all steps set out in the guidance have
been exhausted and settings cannot meet the PFA requirement, they must carry out a written risk assessment and
ensure that someone with a current First Aid at Work or emergency PFA certificate is on site at all times. New
entrants (level 2 and 3) will not need to have completed a full PFA course within their first 3 months in order to be
counted in staff to child ratios.
7.9 What happens if staff need to renew their paediatric first aid (PFA) certificates?
If PFA certificate requalification training is prevented for reasons associated directly with coronavirus (COVID-19), or
by complying with related government advice, the validity of current certificates can be extended by up to 3 months.
This applies to certificates expiring on or after 16 March 2020. If, exceptionally requalification training is still
unavailable, a further extension is possible to no later than 30 September 2020. If asked to do so, providers should
be able to explain why the first aider hasn’t been able to requalify and demonstrate what steps have taken to access
the training. Employers or certificate holders must do their best to arrange requalification training at the earliest
opportunity.
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